
Contents

Foreword by Neale Godfrey.................................................................................................................................................... vii

Introduction...............................................................................................................................................................................1

CCSS Standards for Mathematical Practice........................................................................................................5
Aligning Chapters to the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics.......................................................5
2015 Jump$tart Standards for Personal Finance Education................................................................................6
Aligning Chapters to the Jump$tart Financial Literacy Standards.....................................................................7

PART 1
Ratios and Proportional Relationships and the Number System.............................................................................................9

Chapter 1 

What Will You Net? Determining Your Take-Home Pay.......................................................................................................... 11

Students examine the deductions on a pay stub to determine net pay. They then consider different  
careers, their likely incomes, and what net pay could be expected from them.—GRADE LEVEL: 6

Chapter 2

Planning for College: Tuition, Books, Board, and More.........................................................................................................19

After selecting a possible career and considering its income, students look at the costs of different types  
of colleges and create a plan to pay college expenses.—GRADE LEVEL: 6

Chapter 3

Avoiding a Credit Card Catastrophe.......................................................................................................................................27

A case study about a college student’s credit card usage leads to an exploration of interest rates,  
simple vs. compound interest, and the cost of not paying off a credit card debt.—GRADE LEVEL: 6 and 7

Chapter 4

How to Double Your Money, and Other Investment Insights................................................................................................33

Students examine the effects of compound interest and discover the “Rule of 72.”—GRADE LEVEL: 7

Chapter 5

Debunking the Deception of Double Discounts.....................................................................................................................41

An investigation into what’s really going on when a percent discount is applied on top of another  
discount helps students to be better consumers.—GRADE LEVEL: 7 



iv

On the Money: Math Activities to Build Financial Literacy, Grades 6–8

PART 2
Expressions, Equations, and Functions...................................................................................................................................47

Chapter 6

Pawnshop Prowess..................................................................................................................................................................49

A pawnshop exercise explores how to calculate simple interest and the pros and cons of taking out short-term 
loans.—GRADE LEVEL: 6–8

Chapter 7

Budget Sense: Managing the Income and Outflow of Money............................................................................................. 55

Students use variables and expressions to describe financial relationships, and they create budgets  
for various personal and career situations.—GRADE LEVEL: 6 and 7

Chapter 8

How Much Will You Save? Strategies for Percent Discounts...............................................................................................63

After learning about approaches for figuring discounts and how to represent them with symbols,  
students apply these strategies on an imagined trip to the mall.—GRADE LEVEL: 6 and 7

Chapter 9

Which Car Is the Better Deal?.............................................................................................................................................. 69

As students explore the expense of owning a car, they write systems of equations and analyze them across  
representations.—GRADE LEVEL: 8 

PART 3 

Statistics and Probability........................................................................................................................................................75

Chapter 10

Help Wanted: Calling All Middle Schoolers!...........................................................................................................................77

Students analyze data and then prepare data representations about the jobs that are open to middle school 
students.—GRADE LEVEL: 6

Chapter 11

Show Me the Money! Determining How Much You Can Make..............................................................................................85

In an extension of the previous chapter, students analyze how much money they might make in various jobs and 
then prepare graphical representations and calculate statistical measures to describe the data.—GRADE LEVEL: 6

Chapter 12

Gas Prices around the World...................................................................................................................................................91

Students investigate how the price of gas varies in different countries as they create graphical representations 
and analyze data.—GRADE LEVEL: 6



v

Contents

Chapter 13

Be Sure to Insure: Exploring the Chance of Car Damage.......................................................................................................97

After exploring the chance of two events occurring, students use a probability model to consider  
the likelihood of an accident and the consequences of lacking insurance.—GRADE LEVEL: 7

Chapter 14

Only Time Will Tell: How Much Will You Pay for Gas?..........................................................................................................105

Students graph gas prices over time to see trends in prices and to predict what the price will be  
when they turn sixteen.—GRADE LEVEL: 8

Appendix

Financial Literacy Resources................................................................................................................................................. 113


	14534_MS Financial Literacy 128 pages.pdf
	Blank Page
	Blank Page


