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Name_________________________________________________________

Dion has 3 chocolate and 4 vanilla donuts. How many donuts does Dion have 

Tamika has 3 chocolate, 2 vanilla, and 2 sprinkle donuts. How many donuts does 

Tamika’s donuts.

Tamika claims that she has more donuts then Dion because she has 3 kinds of 
donuts. She has sprinkle, chocolate, and vanilla donuts. What do you think about 
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 Students continue their investigation into the concept of addition by considering 
situations with two and three addends while solving “put together” situations about donuts. The task 
is presented in context and asks students to make visual representations (diagrams or manipulative 

discussed in this lesson. The intentional choice of numbers allows for student to discuss the idea of 
equivalency (4 is equal to 2 and 2, 3 + 4 is equal to 3 + 2 + 2). For the first time in this set of lessons, 
the task explicitly asks students to consider a claim and evaluate the reasoning of another person. This 
occurs during the extensions activity (which also serves as the Quick Write for this lesson) and should 
only come after the whole class discussion, and it should not be rushed.

picture and write a number sentence that tells about Dion’s donuts.
Tamika has 3 chocolate, 2 vanilla, and 2 sprinkle donuts. How many donuts does Tamika have 

Tamika claims that she has more donuts then Dion because she has 3 kinds of donuts. She has sprinkle, 

1

K.OA.A.1 Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, 
mental images, drawings, sounds (e.g., claps), acting out 
situations, verbal explanations, expressions, or equations.

K.OA.A.2 Solve addition and subtraction word problems* and add 
and subtract within 10, e.g., by using objects or drawings to 
represent the problem. 

 
 

1

MP1  Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.
MP2  Reason abstractly and quantitatively.

MP4  Model with mathematics.
MP5  Use appropriate tools strategically.
MP6  Attend to precision.
MP7  Look for and make use of structure.
MP8  Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.

1 National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and Council of Chief State School Officers
   (CCSSO). (2014). Mathematics. Common core state standards for mathematics. 
   Retrieved from http://www.corestandards.org/Math
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relationship because they show how the two parts relate to the whole.

and because of these relationships, when one quantity is unknown, 
known quantities can then be used to determine the unknown.

colored counters or other appropriate manipulative, 18 (6 of each color) 
per student/group of students
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Today we are going to see what happens when Dion and Tamika pick up some donuts. We are going 
to figure out how many donuts each of them gets. You can use counters and your part-part-whole 
maps, these colored circles, or draw pictures to help figure out how many donuts Dion has and how 
many donuts Tamika has. Now, listen as I read the task. Follow along on your paper. Work by yourself 
for a few minutes; then you can work with a buddy.

Tell me about the donuts you 
showed.

You are showing the parts that 
we know. How many donuts 

Write a number sentence to 
tell about Dion’s donuts.

Tell me what 7 means.

What did you do to figure 
out that Dion (Tamika) have 7 

Thank you for explaining how 
you figured out s/he has 7 
donuts. Now draw a picture 
and write a number sentence 
on your paper to show how 
you solved the problem.

Dion: 3 + 4 = 7

Tamika: 3 + 2 + 2 = 7

Tell me about your number 
sentence. What does it show 

You are saying that 3 + 4 and 
that 3 + 2 + 2 are both equal 

you are adding two numbers, 
and here you are adding three 

you could use your counters 
or draw a picture to show, to 
prove, that these both equal 7.

Tell me how you figured out 
how many donuts Dion has 
and how many donuts Tamika 

You worked really hard to 
figure out the number of 
donuts that Tamika has and 
the number of donuts that Dion 
has. How can both Dion and 

like Tamika has so many more. 

about that, and I’ll be back to 
check in with you.
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He has 3 chocolate donuts and 4 vanilla donuts.  These are the parts we know. 

e had to figure this out. The 

out the whole, the sum of the two parts. We put the two parts together to figure out the 
whole.

this picture shows Dion’s donuts.

picture. We write 3 to show there are 3 donuts here. We write 4 to show there are 4 donuts 
here. 
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Using a picture and the “counting on” strategy to find the sum (co

amount in one of the groups. Here we started with the group of 3 chocolate donuts and 
thought 3, then we counted on 4 more, 4, 5, 6, 7 for the amount of vanilla donuts.

 (Write the number 
sentence on the board.)

donuts. Try this with your buddy. 

other part, we are using the “counting on” strategy. We can start with either amount and 
count on the other amount and our whole will stay the same. Today we started with 3 and 
counted on 4 to get 7, and then we started with 4 and counted on 3 to get 7. 
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saying that Dion has 2 types of donuts and Tamika has 3 types of donuts. How can Tamika 

vanilla donuts that Dion has is the same amount of vanilla donuts and sprinkle donuts that 
Tamika has. Here are Dion’s 4 more donuts and here are Tamika’s 4 more donuts. 

a buddy. Work together to write a number sentence for Tamika’s donuts.

we put two of these parts together, the sprinkle and vanilla donuts, then we have 3 + 4 = 7. 

we put the parts together to make a whole. Sometimes we have two parts 
coming together and sometimes we have more than two parts.

whole will stay the same. 

start with one of the amounts and count on the other amount.

Make up a story and draw a picture for the number sentence 4 + 2 = 6.
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