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Tales, Tasks,        

Tools, 

and Talk
Engage children in literature to pique their interest 

in quantity concepts, develop their fluency in 
measurement processes, and establish their 

quantitative literacy.

T
he importance of a literacy-based approach to content learning, 
especially within elementary school grades, is not a new idea. 
During the past quarter-century, the use of children’s literature as an 
effective teaching tool has gained popularity across all content areas 

(Thiessen 2004). The definition of literacy has expanded not only to include 
various print and nonprint media but also to incorporate quantitative literacy 
through the development of number, number sense, and measurement. As 
elementary school students engage and interact with text and illustrations and 
with storylines and characters that stir their imaginations, they enthusiastically 
blend context and reasoning in their problem solving. In a process of making 
sense of the world around them, they intrinsically link literacy and mathematics. 
Yet in many elementary schools throughout the United States, the literacy-
mathematics connection is often not made (Altieri 2010). 

By Timothy S. McKeny and Gregory D. Foley

BO
Y 

W
IT

H
 B

O
O

K:
 T

A
TY

A
N

A
G

L/
V

EE
R;

 M
EA

SU
RI

N
G

 T
A

PE
: P

IC
SF

IV
E/

V
EE

R;
 C

A
TE

RP
IL

LA
R:

 D
EF

U
N

/V
EE

R

Copyright © 2012 The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Inc.  www.nctm.org. All rights reserved.
This material may not be copied or distributed electronically or in any other format without written permission from NCTM.


