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Line ’em up!
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Clotheslines can be used as number lines 
to support students’ understanding of 
number relationships. Here are a few ideas 

for teachers across the elementary grades.

Developing early number sense
To develop fl exible thinking with numbers, 
have students hang number cards on a 
number line with benchmark numbers (e.g., 
0, 5, and 10) already placed. As they position 
the number cards on the line, have students 
consider, Is my number closer to 5 or 10? 
How far is it from 5 or 10? Include picture 
cards illustrating quantities to emphasize 
cardinality.

Comparing and ordering numbers
To stimulate reasoning for comparing and 
ordering numbers, students can hang number 
cards on a number line with grade-appro-
priate benchmark numbers already in place. 
Requiring justifi cation for placement encour-
ages relational thinking, such as, “I know 285 
is here because it is smaller than 300. It cannot 
be the clip right after 250; it is only 15 away 
from 300.” Discussing placement of fractions 
and decimals on the number line highlights 
equivalency concepts. For example, “I know 
2/3 is 8/12 and 3/4 is 9/12, so they should be 
close together.”

Rounding numbers
To help students determine which bench-
mark number is closest, use a magnetic clip 

to lift the number line in the middle. For 
example, when rounding numbers between 
200 and 300, lift the magnetic clip with 250 so 
the cards that students place will slide to the 
closest hundred (225 slides to 200, and 285 
slides to 300). 
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The Interactive Institute  
for Grades PK–5 Teachers 
Increase your knowledge of mathematics  
content related to the Common Core domains 
for the pre-k through elementary grades, and 
learn strategies that will help you align your 
instruction with the Common Core State  
Standards for Mathematics. 

NCTM’s Interactive Institute offers  
the latest strategies to ensure that your  
students receive the best preparation  
for higher education, and beyond.

Topics addressed in the NCTM Interactive  
Institute Series include the following:

• Counting & Cardinality 

• Operations & Algebraic Thinking 

• Number & Operations in Base Ten 

• Number & Operations—Fractions 

• Measurement & Data 

• Geometry

SpACe IS lIMITeD. Register early at   
www.nctm.org/CCSSMES to secure your spot.

Interactive InstituteInteractive Institute
for Grades PK–5 Teachers for Grades PK–5 Teachers 
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Group DIscounts Are AvAIlAble
This institute is part of our comprehensive series 
available for pK–12 teachers and school leaders.  

Schools/Districts are encouraged to send  
groups to learn as a team. 

Visit the website for more information.
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