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postscript Martha Hildebrandt

Got eggs?

�
If you have eggs, you have egg cartons, 
and they can be used in myriad ways in 
your classroom.

Pre-K–Grade 1 
Use the egg cartons to sort objects by attri-
butes or to help students connect number and 
numeral. Write the counting numbers 1–12 con-
secutively in the cups and have children place 
the appropriate number of small items in each.

Grades 1–3
Because 12 is divisible by 2, 3, 4, and 6, egg car-
tons are terrifi c for representing, comparing, 
and operating with fractions. How many eggs 
are in a half-dozen? Which is greater, 1/4 or 1/3? 
What is the result of adding 1/6 and 1/4?

Grades 3–6
Include cartons with 18 cups. Propose fraction 
multiplication problems, such as 1/2 of 2/3, or 
2/3 of 1/6. 

Modify the game
• Use values other than 1–12. 
• Put in three blocks (or more), two of one 

color and one of another. On each turn, the 
player adds the two numbers with the same 
color and multiplies by the third. The fi rst 
player to exceed 100 points wins.

• For young mathematicians, assign a different 
colored block to each player. The person 
whose marker lands on the greater value 
gets a point. The fi rst player to accumulate 
10 points wins. 

Egg carton 
addition
Number the cups from 1 to 
12 but in no particular order. 
Place two small blocks in the 
carton, close it, and shake it. 
Find the sum of the numbers 
where the blocks landed. 
Each player keeps a running 
sum; the game ends after fi ve 
turns each.
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Space is limited—REGISTER TODAY!  www.nctm.org/number

Learn more about the importance of the 
development of a sense of number, with a 
particular focus on conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, 
and applications. At this Institute, you will—

•  acquire instructional strategies that provide all students with 
an opportunity to develop a sense of number;

•  determine the role of the Common Core’s Standards for 
Mathematical Practice as they impact number-related content 
domains and topics;

•  increase your understanding of the mathematical content of 
the Common Core domains that emphasize number; and

•  consider how Principles to Actions: Ensuring Mathematical 
Success for All can regularly affect your implementation 
of CCSSM as you consider access and equity, learning, 
teaching, curriculum, assessment, and your own professional 
development.

Visit www.nctm.org/number to learn more and register.

development of a sense of number, with a 

Register by MAY 15and save$40!

4736-A nctm_Journal_March2015_PK5Institute.indd   1 1/5/15   2:58 PM




