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Conserving Disability (from medical to 

social to revolutionary)

• Disability as a culture & pride (e.g., Autistics, Deaf)

• Disability as an essential characteristic of being human (Garland 
Thompson, 2012)

• Disability as resource and new ways to understand our world 
(and mathematics)

• Challenge the notion of disability as
• tragedy
• deficit, lacking, needing to be fixed, eradicated, hidden
• stigma (e.g., “my SPED babies”, “special needs”)
• unable to do and think mathematically -> remediation
• disconnected from issues of race



Rightful Presence in 

Mathematics Education

Mathematics education as a human rights issue

• Rightful presence (Calabrese Barton & Tan, 2020)

• Everyone belongs (not a debate)

• Immediate (vs. earning rights to inclusion in the 

abstract future)

• Human rights not an extension of rights akin to the 

IDEA (e.g., guests, temporary, conditional)

• Shared burden, solidarity, justice-oriented 

• UN’s Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(CRDP)



Melissa: ... “I don't think the paper 

is deficit based but I think in 

conversation like it just sort of 

becomes that way and I don't 

know why that is and that's sad 

that we sort of gravitate towards 

this was what's wrong blah blah 

blah like...”

Claire: “Because we're fixers”
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Immediate vs. Incremental 



Powerful Mathematics IEPs as a Path

• Most IEP mathematics goals are 
• Narrow
• Target very specific content standards
• Signal low expectations
• Lack input from teachers of mathematics
• SMART: measurable, achievable -> racists & ableist 

practices

• IEP as a site for innovative mathematics practices
• Advocate for and with your students 
• Advocate for rightful presence and conserving disability
• Solidarity with disabled students and their families
• You are the mathematics expert
• Harness the power of the IDEA for pollical struggle (shared 

burden)
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• Advocate for andwith disabled students: Nothing about us 
without us (Charlton, 1998) (avoid: mansplaining, 
whitesplaining, spedsplaining, abled-bodiedsplaining)

• Immediately challenge dysfunctional learning ecologies 
(Annamma & Morrison, 2018)
• Dysfunctional b/c students’ gifts and resources are not 

recognized, affirmed, and leveraged
• Focus on curriculum, pedagogy, & solidarity

• Become a leader of abolitionist teaching (Love, 2019); conscious 
of standards but not standards-driven; change the game while 
playing the game (Gutiérrez, 2013); read and write the world, 
(Gutstein, 2006), 

Mathematics Classrooms and Community Guided by 
Conserving Disability & Rightful Presence



Thank You!
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