
00:15:47 Olivia Garrott Donley: Gallatin, TN
00:15:58 Emily Kavanagh: Hello from Columbia, MD
00:15:58 Janet Mock: Bellingham Washington State
00:16:05 Trena Wilkerson: Hello from Waco, TX!
00:16:16 Olivia Garrott Donley: Gallatin, TN
00:16:36 Nenad Radakovic: Hello from Charleston, SC!
00:16:36 Sarah Akers: Columbia, MO
00:16:36 Janet Mock: Hi from Bellingham WA
00:16:38 Megan Burton: Hello from Auburn, AL
00:16:40 Mackenzie Conklin: Charleston, SC
00:16:42 Natalie Katsiff: Hello from Ocean City, NJ!
00:16:44 Alexis Ropchock: Canton, OH :)
00:16:44 David Barnes (he/him): Hello from Northern Virginia
00:16:51 Beverly Bailey: Diamond, Ohio
00:16:52 Brittany Wilkerson: Hello from Charleston, Sc!
00:16:53 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: Ames, Iowa
00:16:56 Dawn Kennison-Kerrigan: Hermiston, OR
00:16:58 Grant Gilkey: Bowling Green, OH
00:16:58 Carter Carter: Hello from Nova Scotia, Canada!
00:16:59 Kelli McGuire: Good evening from Chicago
00:17:04 Olivia Waymire: Versailles, Ohio
00:17:05 Jenna Richard: Hello from Rhode Island
00:17:05 William Zahner: Hello from San Diego!
00:17:10 Daniel Irving: Hello from North Providence, RI!
00:17:13 Michael Lanstrum: Hello from Cleveland, Ohio
00:17:14 Jessica Curtis: CT
00:17:23 Olivia Waymire: Versailles, Ohio
00:17:28 Emma Socolich: Hi from Columbia, MO!
00:17:41 Lexie Freese: Hello from Columbia, Missouri!
00:17:43 Jesse Kennon: Hello, from Columbia, Missouri
00:17:48 Jimmy Flavin: Columbia, Missouri
00:17:53 Elena Bass: Columbia. Missouri!
00:18:02 Catie Polo:  Columbia, Missouri

00:18:03 Christine Manka: Hello from Minnesota!!
00:18:18 Fathur Rahmi: Hello, from Indonesia
00:18:40 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: Hi from Ames, Iowa
00:18:42 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Hi from East Lansing, Michigan
00:19:01 Elizabeth Ramirez: Hello from Queens, NYC
00:19:05 Beatriz Quintos: Hi Beatriz, Maryland
00:20:01 Joy Fischer: Hi from Denver, Colorado!
00:20:50 alan wells: Hi from  Columbia, Missouri
00:24:44 Chonda Long: Question 1
00:25:26 Natalie Katsiff: I would be pulled out of the room to go to 
the “advanced math” class
00:25:32 Lexie Freese: Leveled group depending on how well you 
performed on tests. Then was labelled “smart group” etc
00:25:33 Joan Arnold: I was always positioned in a negative way 
with math.  We didn't have seats assigned necessarily, but I did not 
do well.



00:25:34 Olivia Garrott Donley: Bring a tutor to others in the class 
while the teacher was helping others
00:25:36 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: High School - not being allowed to 
ask questions
00:25:36 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: When I heard from the math teacher 
that I’m good at math.
00:25:41 David Barnes (he/him): Similar to the spelling bee we had 
computation contests.  Everyone lost to Gary V.
00:25:42 Alexis Easton: In 7th grade, whoever got 100% on a test they 
would get a candy bar
00:25:44 Chris Wheeler: 1. I remember having a parent committed to 
helping me memorize multiplication tables at a young age. That has 
permanently positioned me in a positive way.
00:25:54 Janet Mock: Thought of as "good in maths" when I knew I 
didn't understand deeply
00:25:58 Megan Burton: Flipping the paper first in a timed test
00:26:12 Daniel Irving: Being asked to be a peer tutor.
00:26:20 Sarah Akers: I can remember when I had an upper level 
teacher explain math to me in a way that was easier to understand
00:26:21 Rodrigo Gutierrez: When, as an immigrant, I was placed 
alone in the back of the room to learn addition by trial and error
00:26:26 Elena Bass: Being separated into advanced classes/provide 
assistance for peers
00:26:26 Christine Manka: 1. In elementary school, I was in the high 
math group-one of only 2 girls
00:26:29 alan wells: When my teacher gave candy for getting 
correct answers   chocolate and suckers
00:26:30 Jimmy Flavin: Positive reinforcement for completing 
homework
00:26:34 Emily Kavanagh: Negative because of testing.  Yes due to 
tracking.
00:26:43 Brittany Wilkerson: I remember having a teacher in high 
school who would "cold call" on us while we were working on problems 
to share what we did. It was not done in a positive way and it made it 
really nerve racking as a student when I didn't understand what we 
were doing.
00:26:57 Janelle Gray: Multiplication facts contest between 4th 
graders and 5th graders
00:27:01 Mary Ann Huntley: Being told in high school that girls 
can’t do math.
00:27:36 Chonda Long: Question 2
00:27:44 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: My freshman Algebra teacher was a 
woman and she told me I was a smart girl! I went from an F to an A by 
the end of the term. Negativity was the teacher pointing out my 
mistakes to all the class.
00:27:45 Emily Kavanagh: Can any of the tips you providing be used for 
Middle School as well?
00:27:46 Janet Mock: People are often positioned differently based 
on their "social credibility" or popularity. 
00:28:07 Christine Manka: 2. I have seen kids of color placed int eh 



front so the teacher could "keep an eye on them"
00:28:27 Dawn Kennison-Kerrigan: sped and ell at a table with 
assistant
00:28:30 Olivia Garrott Donley: More higher middle class students 
are placed in advanced class due to the fact that their parents “care” 
about their education
00:28:30 Rodrigo Gutierrez: So often language ability (in 
English) is equated with mathematical ability or “school” ability in 
general
00:28:31 Janet Mock: When I am working in a country where I speak 
the language poorly, I am very quiet.  I speak rarely and only when 
certain
00:28:31 Natalie Katsiff: Absolutely. Students are considered less 
capable than others, when all students are equally capable if given 
the proper support
00:28:35 Mary Ann Huntley: Ithaca City School District has 
detracted grades 6 & 7 because all students of color were in “the dumb 
math class.”
00:28:35 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Yes, in my schools, often the 
students from families influential in the community held more power
00:28:42 Chris Wheeler: 2. SES and at-home work on literacy tends to 
stratify students really quickly.
00:28:48 Carter Carter: Absolutely - to all.  Some by individual 
teachers/leaders, but also systemically
00:29:01 Janelle Gray: The passions of the parents guide a lot of 
what kids put time into. I don’t think it’s a bad thing at all to 
provide kids with examples of passion and possible hobbies but it can 
get forced and out of hand
00:29:05 alan wells: I think race plays a huge factor like putting 
all kids of color close to each other and to the teacher
00:29:07 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: I think girls are often positioned 
into non-leadership positions and children of color. Thus group work 
is not a good experience for them.
00:29:07 Nenad Radakovic: students who have private tutors possessing 
more knowledge and thus positioned as experts
00:29:14 Sarah Akers: Students with influential and wealthy parents 
took college level classes in high school
00:29:20 Elizabeth Ramirez: Inclination to follow classroom 
“rules”
00:29:35 Jimmy Flavin: Yes, there were times where parents would ask 
for their child to be brought up to more advanced math classes.
00:32:21 Emily Kavanagh: They tend to be more engaged and feel 
included
00:33:52 Emily Kavanagh: Can any of the tips you are providing be used 
for Middle School as well?
00:37:14 Chonda Long: Question 3
00:38:58 Janet Mock: So Jose has been positioned as needing help, 
Janessa is slow, 
00:39:03 Natalie Katsiff: These acts make MLs feel separated, 
highlighting their differences over their similarities



00:39:20 Olivia Garrott Donley: They feel separated from their 
peers, like they are unable to complete the work on their own
00:39:26 Nenad Radakovic: act 1: positioning them as being weaker in 
math
00:39:39 Joan Arnold: In #1 Jose might feel that he needs help and 
doesn't have the ability to contribute.
00:39:48 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Slow = bad
00:39:50 Emily Kavanagh: I agree that they not feel like they belong
00:39:51 Skylar Matthews: it implies Janessa isn't as able
00:39:53 Christine Manka: MLs would feel like their work isn't up to 
par and keep them separated from being part of the whole math 
community
00:39:54 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: It  makes them feel less than the 
others. and it forces them to partner with others .
00:39:57 Grant Gilkey: As they are different from their peers
00:40:16 Janet Mock: Alonso may be a bit nervous to find out he 
needs to share his work publically for the first time.
00:40:22 Olivia Waymire: They for sure are highlighting their 
differences or struggles in front of other students
00:40:24 Lexie Freese: These acts isolate the students -instead of 
sharing thoughts and new ways to do things
00:40:29 Elena Bass: Inflicts feelings of isolation from peers
00:40:37 Christine Manka: giving students choice is powerful
00:40:55 Joy Fischer: These acts make the students see themselves 
as non-learners and unable to be mathematical thinkers.
00:41:00 Elizabeth Ramirez: Extra burden on the teacher
00:41:08 Brittany Wilkerson: 1. Jose might feel inferior. 2. 
Janessa and Rob are both made to feel that they work more slowly. 3. 
Alonso's frame of mind concerning math and probably school in general 
as a ML learner was negative. It seems like he can already see that 
this class is better in the way they do things.
00:41:38 Chonda Long: Question 4
00:41:43 Janelle Gray: Invisible
00:41:46 Natalie Katsiff: I would feel frustrated and would give up on 
thinking
00:41:47 Poonita Sheevam: Failure
00:41:49 Joy Fischer: Not important.
00:41:50 Jimmy Flavin: I would feel left out and not be able to 
connect with my teacher. I would feel left out and alone
00:41:50 Grant Gilkey: I would feel left out
00:41:53 Aislyn Kozelka: neglected
00:41:53 Nenad Radakovic: invisible!
00:41:54 Elena Bass: unimportant
00:41:54 Lexie Freese: incompetent
00:41:54 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: 4. I’m not important.
00:41:55 alan wells: Invisibke
00:41:56 Christine Manka: I would feel sad and bad about myself-like 
I'm not good enough
00:41:56 Olivia Waymire: Frustrated
00:41:57 Diana Munoz: That they don’t care about me



00:41:58 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Not a member of the community
00:41:58 Catie Polo: i'd feel left out
00:41:59 Janet Mock: If I was not called on I would feel 
diminished and unimportant.
00:41:59 Poonita Sheevam: Incompetency
00:41:59 Skylar Matthews: I would feel like they didn't care about me
00:42:00 Brittany Wilkerson: like my thoughts or questions didn't 
matter
00:42:01 Olivia Garrott Donley: I would feel like I wasn’t smart. I 
would fade into the silence
00:42:01 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: Ignored and, unaccepted, rejected
00:42:01 Babejane Arita: excluded
00:42:02 Brandi Estes: Ignored and excluded
00:42:02 Rachel Juergensen: Like my thoughts didn’t count
00:42:05 Emma Socolich: I would feel that I’m not as important as my 
peers
00:42:07 Sarah Jolly: Frustrated and ignored
00:42:08 Emily Kavanagh: I would feel left out
00:42:09 Robert Parkinson: Lesser than.
00:45:26 Christine Manka: YES!!! I hate when teachers from previous 
grades tell me about the kids using negative characteristics-I don't 
even know them yet!
00:45:33 Chonda Long: Question 5
00:45:44 Christine Manka: they are too quiet
00:45:50 Jimmy Flavin: they are slow
00:45:52 Natalie Katsiff: less capable, difficult to teach
00:46:00 Olivia Garrott Donley: They understand more than they let 
on
00:46:04 Lexie Freese: “They don’t even know what’s going on so I 
just let them sit there”
00:46:06 Brittany Wilkerson: They don't pay attention
00:46:08 Skylar Matthews: harder to teach
00:46:08 Nenad Radakovic: They are not doing their work because they 
are lazy and unmotivated
00:46:08 Christine Manka: they are  struggling learners
00:46:11 Olivia Waymire: Need more assistance
00:46:11 Babejane Arita: they are noisy and keep messing up
00:46:20 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: May feel embarrassed to share their 
culture/history in class
00:46:21 alan wells: Difficult  to teavj
00:46:23 Emma Socolich: They don’t care about school
00:46:33 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: Those kids just don't care about 
learning
00:46:39 Elizabeth Aekus: They need time to warm up to you before they 
are confident enough to speak
00:46:39 Christine Manka: Yes Emma! I hear that a lot!
00:46:47 Emily Kavanagh: unengaged
00:46:57 Robert Parkinson: "I'm surprised how well he picks up"
00:47:06 Janelle Gray: I learned in a psych class that many believe 
they have a deep understanding of their own feelings because they have 



a wider range of descriptive words in their mind. If one language 
doesn’t have the right word to describe their feelings another 
language might.
00:47:49 Chonda Long: Question 6
00:48:25 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Peers do not see them as equals.
00:48:32 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: Who the teacher likes, prefers, or 
who not to work with or seek help from or team up with etc.
00:48:39 Natalie Katsiff: MLs may be given less opportunity to succeed 
or deemed as inferior to classmates
00:48:48 Christine Manka: kids replicate what teachers do/say so if a 
teacher ignores them or thinks that they are not a hard worker, etc.. 
the other kids will see that and treat them the same
00:48:53 marta schneider: It alienates them more
00:48:55 Olivia Garrott Donley: Peers ignore them because they don’t 
understand them
00:49:01 Brandi Estes: If the teacher is ignoring them then their 
peers are likely to ignore them or push them away too
00:49:08 Emily Kavanagh: Kids repeat what they hear
00:49:15 Christine Manka: YES!!!! Verbally putting down the students if 
they have to work together
00:49:21 Joan Arnold: I often comment to my ML students how 
wonderful it is that they know 2 languages.  I also talk about how I 
am learning to speak Spanish and it's very tricky, so the fact that 
they have 2 languages is phenomenal.  I also tell them to keep their 
native language!  I hope this helps them and others.
00:49:27 Janelle Gray: Students project how the teacher treats them 
bc they know the teacher views all their work so if the teacher 
implies they get lower scores in any way the students will pick up on 
that
00:49:48 Jimmy Flavin: Can unmotivate the ML if they are perceived 
in a negative connotation.
00:50:23 Chonda Long: Blog - https://www.nctm.org/uploadedFiles/
Conferences_and_Professional_Development/Webinars_and_Webcasts/
Webcasts/WebinarHandout_3-9-21.pdf
00:57:07 Chonda Long: Question 8
00:57:24 Joan Arnold: All of those positions.
00:57:34 Nenad Radakovic: mathematical explorers
00:57:35 Joy Fischer: Mathematicians
00:57:36 Lexie Freese: Community members
00:57:42 Megan Burton: Teammates
00:57:45 Natalie Katsiff: Encouraging friends
00:57:47 Janelle Gray: leaders
00:57:53 Jimmy Flavin: friends
00:57:56 Brittany Wilkerson: I love all of them but I 
particularly like the experts and the listeners and contributors
00:58:07 Olivia Garrott Donley: All of them, I think that it’s 
important for the student to be confident in all of those positions. 
Friends would need to be added.
00:58:07 Christine Manka: scholars
00:58:09 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Learners together



00:58:14 marta schneider: contributors and role models
00:58:19 Joan Arnold: Maybe focus buddies.  I feel worried a bit 
about kids who have trouble focusing for longer than a short time.
00:58:34 Janelle Gray: Writers and readers!
00:59:04 David Barnes (he/him): Sense makers
00:59:16 Christine Manka: Is this something that you would post in 
tyour classroom?
01:04:14 Chonda Long: Question 10
01:04:29 Chonda Long: and Question 11
01:04:47 Lexie Freese: Keeping in mind how different students 
perceive where they are positioned
01:05:02 Natalie Katsiff: I will consider the storylines attached to 
MLs and will be sure to encourage participation from every student 
equally.
01:05:16 Janelle Gray: practicing patience rather than assuming a ML 
doesn’t know something just bc they need “wait time”
01:05:22 Jimmy Flavin: To be more inclusive for all students. It is 
important to know that you cannot judge a book by its cover.
01:05:32 Joan Arnold: Make sure we take the time to recognize every 
student periodically for something positive.
01:05:32 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: As a community based learning 
program we are here to help our tutors learn about positioning and 
proper use of language with children who are in the "deficit" groups.
01:05:40 Olivia Garrott Donley: 10.Making sure that they know their 
new positions and make sure that they feel comfortable in the 
classroom.
01:05:47 Joan Arnold: Promote growth mindset and use that language 
all the time
01:05:48 Poonita Sheevam: Working on strategies for ML students to make 
connections between their first language and English, aiming for the 
most  accurate translations to develop confidence in learning in both 
languages
01:05:53 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: The detail in establishing norms - 
helping everyone learn and understand new norms.
01:05:57 Elena Bass: Reminding myself how much positioning impacts 
learners/not to make assumptions about learners
01:06:00 William Zahner: 10- Makes me think about how what I think of 
as “helpful” moves might be positioning students as “needing help” . 
This is food for thought! I am reflecting on this still and trying to 
unpack this.
01:06:07 Brandi Estes: positioning learners in positive ways so that 
they do not feel constrained in the classroom
01:06:22 Olivia Garrott Donley: 11. I think all teachers need to 
watch this webinar to understand how to not make assumptions about MLs 
and how see them in a new light
01:06:24 Janelle Gray: First impressions can be memorable but not as 
memorable as long term consistency and formed relationships
01:06:27 marta schneider: Don’t assume, learn more about the student 
before treating them and teaching them how you THINK they should be 
taught



01:06:29 Christine Manka: This will take TIME, so don't think you can 
do it all the first month of school
01:06:30 alan wells: Being patient and proving a safe space.
01:06:36 Sarah Akers: Examine the effectiveness of my teaching and 
the needs of ML students, and ways I can be an asset
01:06:52 Emily Kavanagh: Will this work with Middle School as well?
01:07:00 Robert Parkinson: Engage; be self-aware of latent 
tendencies to overlook/ prejudge.
01:07:06 Brittany Wilkerson: Make sure all students feel like 
their ideas, questions, and solutions matter
01:08:05 Nenad Radakovic: I am now thinking of incorporating students 
complimenting students into exit tickets
01:08:54 William Zahner: Re 11: I am thinking of how whole classes 
like “SIFE Math” create positions for students. (Related to the 
helpful idea you sparked…). Labels and structures are so important to 
continually reexamine
01:09:01 William Zahner: Thank you!
01:10:34 William Zahner: Thank you for a great session!
01:10:56 Christine Manka: Wonderful information Thank you!
01:11:07 Yvonne Slanger-Grant: Thank you very much!
01:11:08 Daniel Irving: Thank you for such a wonderful presentation 
and for such great ideas!
01:11:15 Chonda Long: Book - https://www.nctm.org/Store/Products/
Teaching-Math-to-Multilingual-Students--Positioning-English-Learners-
for-Success/
01:11:16 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: Thank you for offering this session 
and the great book. I bought one!
01:11:20 Grant Gilkey: Thank you!
01:11:22 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: Thank you!
01:11:23 Lexie Freese: Thank you so much! As a preservice teacher 
this was all great info!
01:11:26 Janelle Gray: What did the footage from the glasses reveal 
about attentions span?
01:11:30 Elena Bass: Thank you so much!
01:11:34 Trena Wilkerson: Wonderful session and such great ideas and 
discussion in the Chat! Thanks to Kathryn for engaging us and all 
participants!
01:11:45 Aislyn Kozelka: Thank you !
01:11:49 fatma kavuş: Thanks a lot for this wonderful session
01:11:51 Alexis Easton: Thank you this was very insightful!!
01:11:51 Nenad Radakovic: Can you tell us more about assessing student 
competencies before making comments in front of others
01:11:56 Natalie Katsiff: I am a pre-service teacher and I can’t want 
to incorporate these ideas into my future practice. Great 
presentation!
01:12:46 Joan Arnold: Do we have a different mindset when all of 
the students in the school are ML's in terms of positioning?  
Obviously we want to position everyone positively but does that fact 
that they're ML's make anything different?
01:13:05 Nenad Radakovic: are any of these videos you did available to 



public?
01:13:16 Janelle Gray: So interesting!
01:14:15 David Barnes (he/him): This has been great and focused on 
teachers actions.  Do you have any thoughts about engaging (and how to 
engage) leaders/administrators and/or other support professionals?
01:15:53 Joan Arnold: Thanks!
01:17:44 Chonda Long: Book - https://www.nctm.org/Store/Products/
Teaching-Math-to-Multilingual-Students--Positioning-English-Learners-
for-Success/
01:17:53 Mary Ann Huntley: Thank you, Kathryn!  So important to 
be having these conversations.
01:18:02 Cheryl Davenport: Do you have a favorite story that’s 
connected to one of these?
01:18:34 Nenad Radakovic: thank you!
01:18:35 JANICE DAWSON-THREAT: Thank you.
01:18:37 Emily Kavanagh: Thanks
01:18:37 Elizabeth Aekus: Thank you so much!
01:18:39 Brittany Wilkerson: Thank you!
01:18:40 Poonita Sheevam: Thank you!!
01:18:41 Emma Socolich: Thank you!
01:18:42 Grant Gilkey: Thank you!
01:18:44 Catie Polo: thank you
01:18:44 Janelle Gray: Thank you!!
01:18:45 Jimmy Flavin: Thanks!
01:18:45 Brandi Estes: thank you!
01:18:46 Daniel Irving: Thank you!
01:18:47 David Barnes (he/him): Thanks Kathryn!
01:18:47 Olivia Garrott Donley: Thank you!!
01:18:48 marta schneider: thank you! This was so insightful!
01:18:49 Sarah Jolly: Thank you!
01:18:50 Ally Duggan: Thanks!
01:18:52 Jessica Curtis: yes, please.  Thank you
01:18:53 Ji Yeong (Joann) I: Thank you
01:18:55 Alexis Easton: Thank you!
01:18:58 Natalie Katsiff: Thank you!
01:19:06 Olivia Waymire: Thank you!
01:19:12 Joan Arnold: Thank you this has been wonderful!
01:19:17 alan wells: Thank you!
01:19:20 Bindhu Suyamprakasam: Thank you !
01:19:30 Kelli McGuire: Thank you...
01:21:13 Trena Wilkerson: Looking forward to the Virtual Annual 
meeting! nctm.org/virtualannual


